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To Triumph In Christ Today Is Today’s Challenge

PREFACE

 But whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven - Matthew 5:19

Frederick Henry Bopp (Jul. 6, 1903- Jan. 22, 1989) wrote Triumph in Christ over half a century ago, intending it to be the fourth booklet in a series of four. This, perhaps the most important of the series, never did get published with the other three booklets, and remained in typed manuscript form until now. In Triumph in Christ we are exhorted to live a victorious life in Christ, to be in the world but not of it, as we are encouraged that “God can accomplish much with us in a short time if we yield all-out service to Him.” 1 

Fred wanted no earthly recognition, money, or fame. We wish to share a little about him, to share a little about the heart and soul behind Triumph in Christ.  

When we met Fred he was nearly eighty years old and running a nursing home in his Victorian-style house, Rose Lawn, with his wife Ruth. With only a handful of patients by then, his vision was to turn the building over for ministry after everyone was gone; perhaps a place for troubled youth. The Lord gave them the property, he said, and he purposed in his heart to return it to the Lord. Many hours were spent in an upper room, his attic office, where he prayed and wrote and fellowshipped with nobodies like us.

“Nobody” was a word Fred used to describe himself. With delight he’d beam, “I’m a no-body! No position, no title, no notoriety!”  He wanted to be counted less so that Christ would count more. He also used to tell us that just as God creates mentally retarded children, He has His “spiritually retarded children”, and would add, “I’m one of those!” Such reflections were tender, loving. He had child-like enthusiasm and simple but strong faith, and was at the same time gentle and bold. He might ask someone he met if they knew Jesus, and if the reply was no, with kind invitation he would then ask, “Why not?!” He’d speak with wonder of the miracle of a newborn baby, adding with a whispered, penetrating, “How can you not believe?”

We spent hour upon hour with Fred, talking about things like the trinity in the universe, the Kingdom of God, and the call of Christ to “Come, follow ME.”

All we know of his early years was that he dreamed of being a professional baseball player and committed himself to the Lord at 20 years old. He became an evangelist who went down into coal mines to preach the gospel to miners, and broadcast the Word from loudspeakers while driving around the city.

Jim met Fred in the back pew of a church in Worcester, Massachusetts one Sunday morning, early 1980’s. The elderly man with legs bent as if he was about to sit but which moved him about quickly none-the-less, was the only one who took time to talk to him, opening with, “Is this sinner’s row?!” to which Jim replied, “Yes it is!” Fred would leap for joy upon seeing us anytime afterwards, and one day laid hands on us and prophesied over and blessed the ministry Daniel Chapter One. He’d exclaim, “How I wish I could be part of that work in Rhode Island!” but also would say, “Me. . . I’m almost home.” He told us to “Pray for thousands!” when Jim said if one soul got saved through the ministry it would be worth it. 

1 “Christianity and War” Chapter X
Fred was placed in a state nursing home in his final years. Ever the zealous evangelist, he shared Christ with everyone he could, and asked to be allowed to teach on the book of Romans. There in the rec. room, through smoke and stench and intermittent swearing and moaning, he taught the love of God and salvation in Christ. We often visited to encourage him in that dismal place but always came away the ones blessed and encouraged. One weekend when we went to take him out he had become critically ill with pneumonia. The food wheeled into the room - white bread, meatloaf, jello – was undoubtedly insufficient for health and healing.  Fred and the other patients became the inspiration to formulate a nutritional shake powder (1st Kings 17:6) that would become the first of the Daniel Chapter One Biomolecular Nutritional products.

Three booklets and this manuscript written by Fred Bopp he entrusted to Jim Feijo almost 30 years ago.  He wanted nothing for them but what God wanted. One was lost, one lent out never returned, and this is one of the two writings that survived by the hand of God. We believe now is the time the Lord purposed for Triumph in Christ to be widely shared, for the edification of the body of Christ, for His Glory! 

Unto Him, the Lord of Lords and King of Kings, we rededicate this manuscript. May His bride be found faithful, ready and waiting: “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.”    Matthew 24:42

We are honored to have been entrusted with it, and realize that Fred was, in fact, a critical part of the work begun in Rhode Island --Daniel Chapter One-- just as he was more than conqueror in  Christ Jesus.  










Jim and Tricia Feijo

Daniel Chapter One

Portsmouth, Rhode Island

April 2011
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Introduction
Today’s Challenge – Triumph in Christ


This summer I thankfully observed my sixtieth birthday.  This year also marked the 40th anniversary of my enlistment in the service of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Four decades of soldiering in the Kingdom of God has so taught me the glory of the Lord Jesus and the greatness of His Kingdom that I realize this thing which we call Christianity is so big that life just begins at 60.  Growth in the grace and knowledge of Christ makes every succeeding phase of life richer than the previous one.  In this manner old age becomes the crowning period of life.  What security for the future!  If life in His Kingdom is so good now when we are mere pilgrims and strangers in enemy-held territory, what will be the glory when ultimate victory is achieved at His coming?

Since this abundant life which Christ so freely gives is open to all, why do so many professed Christians fail to receive it?  Why in these exciting times do many live so meagerly when our great Father God desires to give fullness of life to His children?  In Part One of this booklet we seek to diagnose our problem and to find the answer to these questions.  In Part Two we consider a method essential in learning how to receive from God the rich blessing of abounding life which He longs to give us.


There is common agreement that both the world and the Church are critically ill.  As we diagnose the nature of this illness, some weak spots may be found which give room for disagreement.  However, we are confident of the cure presented in these pages, and believe that it will be welcomed by all who seek to live victoriously in Christ.  Although we write primarily for concerned Christians, yet this booklet provides serious thought for all who believe that man is responsible to walk in the way of life revealed by Jesus.

In this booklet we distinguish between the vast organization of Christendom commonly called the Church, and the small remnant church within Christendom which is the true body of Christ.  We make this distinction by spelling Christendom’s highly organized Church with an upper case “C”; the small remnant church with a lower case “c”.  Thus within the Church is the church, or to paraphrase Romans 9:6, “They are not all the church, which are of the Church.”  The context will denote when the word church refers merely to a local parish.

Our study of the facts which confront us should help us to better understand our perilous times, and to learn what God expects us to do.

The Facts


Today the Church is faced with these hard facts.

1.  Learned churchmen inform us that the Church is in disrepute, and has become a mere second rate institution, and that Christianity is in retreat.


2.  In our nation, the wealthiest and mightiest in Christendom, we find the Church, whose symbol is the cross of shame, so like the world that Church membership has become popular.  This has created the paradox of a growing Church membership amidst an even faster-growing moral breakdown.  In a materialistic society more “Christian” than ever before, 
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secularism, dishonesty, obscenity, divorce, crime, alcoholism, and juvenile delinquency increase alarmingly while we indulge in ease and build better and finer church buildings and houses.

3.  A sex revolution rages in our nation.  Desecrated sex has become a popular national sport and pastime.  The social scientist warns that this revolution has already affected and infected the whole of our sensate culture and imperils our civilization. 


4.  The two mightiest nations on earth hold opposing ideologies and spend tens of billions of dollars annually to make the world into a great divided armed camp.


5.  The church prevails in the Western World.  This third of the world’s population, which we also refer to as Christendom, has Capitalism for its economic system.  At the beginning of this century the whole world was accessible to Capitalism and the Church, but it is so no longer.  In one generation a third of the world has come under the domination of anti-capitalistic, anti-Christian governments.  The remaining third of the world’s population is mostly the “have-not” nations that recently have been freed or are now being freed from Western World political colonialism.

6.  Technology, applied science in the industrial arts, is fast making our One-World into a cosmopolitan, satellite city in need of a planned economy.  Technology is producing a Frankenstein in which depersonalized man is helplessly and neurotically becoming a mere cog.  This monster feeds upon the rape of nature and man’s lust for power.

7.  We live in a warring One-World which lacks adequate world government.  In such a world, Technology has placed in man’s hands enough power for man to destroy himself.


Such are the facts.  Ruthless force bears upon us from without; moral decay spreads within; and a sick, fragmented Church sleeps.  Never has there been greater demand for triumphant Christianity.  Today’s challenge is to experience triumph in Christ—TODAY.

In order to emphasize our need to find this victorious life in Christ and to urge its acceptance as a gift of God which costs us our all, we begin with an interpretation of the above facts.  We believe that there is a definite relationship between the critical condition of the world and the pitiable condition of the Church.

Explanation of the term Kingdom-of-God Christianity


We will often use the term Kingdom-of-God Christianity.  We do so to designate true and vital Christianity.  Just as in the physical world there is natural law through which we are able to experience the workings of physical science, so in the spiritual world there is “natural” law by means of which we are able to experience the workings of God in His Kingdom.  It is as impossible to cheat or be hypocritical with God’s natural law in His spiritual world as it is to cheat or play falsely with His natural law in the physical world.  By means of vibrant Kingdom-of-God Christianity we experience the wonders and workings of God in the laboratory of our souls as truly as we see His wonders and workings in the science laboratory.

We cannot prove, even as one cannot disprove, that there is a God.  But in Kingdom-of-God Christianity we have something far better than proving that there is a God—we have a God 
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who proves that He is.  When through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ we commit ourselves completely to His love, truth, honesty, and purity, then in the laboratory of our soul we experience God in loving fellowship.  It is experiencing God in this manner that we call Kingdom-of-God Christianity.

In contra-distinction to this vital Christianity, we use the term “Churchianity” as meaning mere profession of Christianity through means of church membership which can easily be obtained for any of numerous reasons.  In times such as ours, only Kingdom-of-God Christianity will avail for the furtherance of Christ’s Kingdom. 

3.

Chapter One

The Church in Its Idolatry


When Jesus approached Jerusalem, just before His crucifixion, He wept as He viewed the city from the Mount of Olives.  He knew that within a generation Jerusalem would be destroyed by an ungodly world power.  Through His tears He cried, “If only you knew upon what your peace depends.”  But His chosen people under the Old Covenant would not take His way of deliverance, and those who survived the fearful destruction of the city were brutally enslaved.


Once again God has a controversy with His people; this time with the Church, His chosen people under the New Covenant.  As the world totters on the brink of destruction, what must be the anguish with which Christ views the Church as it follows the same pathway of disloyalty that led to His former people to ruin and enslavement!

The Church must face its guilt in the moral breakdown, violence, bloodshed, and misery of this century.  The world wars of our times have not come mainly from the non-Christian world, but from the Western World where the Church flourishes.  Nazism had its rise in the country that gave birth to the Protestant Reformation; Fascism, in the country in which Roman Catholicism has its seat; Communism, in the country that was the stronghold of Greek Orthodoxy.  Protestantism, Romanism, Greek Orthodoxy, these are the divisions of Christendom – not of heathendom.

What has happened to the Church?  When the Church forsakes its true Lord to follow after idols, then develop breeding grounds for the rise of false faiths which bring violence upon the earth.


The Bible teaches that idolatry was the sin which brought ruin upon Israel.  God calls this sin whoredom.  The same sin is bringing ruin upon the Church.  We have not obeyed the New Testament commandment, “Keep yourselves from idols.”  Now our idolatry is finding us out.

The Sin of Idolatry


What is the sin of idolatry?


Let us not think of idolatry only as man bowing before an image of wood or stone.  Man is essentially spirit, and his idolatry is in the realm of the spirit.  It is inconsequential whether man uses material images or not in his idolatry.


An idol is a thing of any kind to which man attaches more importance than to the will of God, or to which he gives love and devotion in place of God, or in which he puts his trust other than in God.  An idol is anything which man substitutes for the living God.


In his work, The Crises of the Christ, G. Campbell Morgan notes that the bible reveals three great ideas of God embodied in the idolatry of man.  These may be indicated by the three words, Baal, Mammon, and Moloch.  Dr. Morgan gives the following Biblical reason for this.
4.


Man is created in the image of God; therefore he possesses the powers of intellect, will, and emotion.  Union with God was and is necessary for the full development and expression of these powers in man.  Sin breaks this union.  Through his sin man in not only separated from God and ignorant of God, but he is also very unlike God, a grossly-marred image of God.  His intellect is darkened; his will is perverted; his emotion deadened.

Man’s darkened intellect demands light; his perverted will requires a governing principle; his deadened emotion continues to seek objects upon which to fasten.  Therefore, because he is a religious creature, sinful man, who is ignorant of the true God, is of necessity driven to create his own gods.  This he does by projecting into immensity the lines of his own personality – will, intellect, and emotion, with the result that we have Mammon, Baal, and Moloch.


Mammonism is essentially the deification of man’s perverted will seeking mastery through means of wealth; Baalism is essentially the deification of man’s darkened intellect; and Molochism is essentially the deification of his degraded emotion.  Because man is what he is, these are and always will be his major idolatries.

We moderns are too sophisticated to make images of or build altars to our gods.  Our forms of worshipping them may have changed, and the garbs of our idols may be different; but every human being who does not worship the One Living God worships Mammon, or Baal, or Moloch, or all three.


The New Testament warns, “Shun idols; flee from idolatry,” but we have not heeded.  Now our sins of Mammonism, Baalism, and Molochism are bringing ruin upon us.

Idolatry Exceedingly Wicked for the Church


Since idolatry is practiced universally, why is it more wicked for the chosen people of God than for all others?


For our answer let us consider why God has a chosen people.

The Bible teaches that man is separated from God, willfully ignorant of Him, and is under the power of sin and death.  Nevertheless, God loves man and has provided a way whereby man can be restored to union with God.  Because of this, God chooses a people for a particular work and responsibility.  Their mission is to make God and His salvation known to the world through their way of life so that all others may also have the opportunity to become covenant children of God.  Their way of life is supreme love to God which is expressed through their love for others.  God’s chosen people are called to obey commandments which are based upon principles so far higher than those of the world that the world, which demands conformity to its standards, persecutes the church for following this higher way of life – the love Way.

God is husband of the Church.  In his espousal of love, God asks for the first love of His people.  The Church pledges to love the Lord Jesus Christ supremely and to be faithful to Him.  When through the lusts of the flesh we set our love upon the idols of the world, our idolatry becomes spiritual adultery and exceeds in wickedness the idolatry of all other peoples.  Our love for the world makes us the enemies of God.  If we persist in our harlotry, God’s only recourse is to divorce us.  He must have a faithful bride to win a dying world to Himself.
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Thus idolatry causes God’s chosen people to profane His way.  Instead of honoring the name of God among the nations through fulfilling their important mission of making God and His salvation known to the world, they blaspheme His name through their idolatry and disobedience.  Yet they regard themselves as God’s indulged children – His pets.  God must sweep them aside.

Idolatry is the greatest sin which the Church can commit because it is the transgression of the first and greatest commandment:  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and will all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”


Today idolatry abounds in the Church.  This is evidenced by the thorough worldliness of the Church.  Other than its offering ceremonial lip worship to God, the Church has become identified with the world.  Its members think, act, and live like the world which they love.  A secularized Church is an absurd imitation of the true church.  God, instead of being central in churchgoers’ lives, is marginal.  Instead of the Kingdom of God being vital to them, it is vain idealism.  We pursue the things of the world instead of seeking the Kingdom of God first.  The scriptures exclaim, “You adulterers and adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God.”
The urgent need of the Church


It is urgent that the Church repent.  In these stupendous times when the pall of destruction hangs over the earth, the only real help and hope for the world is the church in which Christ lives as Lord.


The Bible teaches that God has blessed mankind through two bodies.  He prepared a body in the womb of a virgin, and Jesus was born for the salvation of the world.  The work of redemption, which Jesus alone could do, He accomplished in that body that hung on the cross.  God raised Jesus from the dead.  Why?  That he Lord Jesus Christ, through His glorification, might have another body in which to live – the church.  Through it He shows how He saves from sin, and through it He offers salvation to the whole world.


Pertaining to Christ and His salvation the world insists, “Show me, or I cannot believe.”  God seeks to comply.  He desires to show the world His love, mercy, forgiveness, purity, and truth.  These virtues are vain abstractions to sinful man.  God has chosen the church to make these virtues real to man.  The church is His body in which He lives through faith.  When the vessel is clean, Christ shines forth and draws men to Himself.  Then the church is the light of the world and the salt of the earth.


Do we see what idolatry has done to the Church?  It has filled the Church with the same spirit as the world – selfishness, fear, prejudice, impurity, hatred, and deception.  The Church, instead of being a radiant body filled with Spirit of Christ, has become a swollen, ghastly whore which the world despises.  The world is not being shown the living Christ and His salvation.  The light has grown dim, and the salt has lost its savor.  Jesus taught that when the salt has lost its saltiness, it is then fit only to be cast out and trodden under the foot of men.  Our idolatry enables the world to overcome the Church, instead of the Church to overcome the world.
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We believe that history teaches that it will be fatal for the Church if a sufficient remnant of us do not repent of our whoredom Christianity and begin to practice Kingdom-of-God Christianity.  Time for the Church is fast running out.  May those who have ears to hear repent and obey the Lord.

The teaching of history

If the whole Church is laid waste by Communism, history will be repeating itself.  Other ungodly empires – Assyria, Babylon, Rome – in their rise to world conquest did the same to God’s former chosen people.  But let us remember that these ambitious powers are mere tools in the hands of our sovereign God.  He uses them as His rod to purge an unclean and corrupt Church.

Israel repeatedly was laid waste because of idolatry.  Already vast segments of the Christian Church have been destroyed for the same sin.  For example, the Church at one time was strongly established in northern Africa and the Near East.  It succumbed to whoredom, and Mohammedanism destroyed it.  To this day, over 1,000 years later, the Mohammedan world is still one of the most difficult places on earth to reach with the gospel.  


Old Testament history teaches that God for long centuries was very patient with the idolatry of Israel.  But when Israel’s disobedience to the will of God became so shameful that her wickedness exceeded that of the nations around her, God had His prophets pronounce her impending doom.  The Bible teaches that Old Testament history was written for our instruction.  Today the moral condition of the Church is sinking to that of ancient Israel before her times of destruction.  We believe that our government already has shown itself more righteous than the Church in certain moral issues.  Let us consider the race prejudice problem for example.


A century ago a fierce war raged in our nation, in which slavery was a vital issue.  This reminds us that just a hundred years ago the Church was still countenancing the selling of human families on the auction block.  It was the government, by means of war, which settled the slavery issue.  Thus the Church was humbled and shamed by the government regarding this moral evil of chattel slavery.  History teaches that war creates more problems than it solves, so the race prejudice problem has been brought over into this century.  Today our government is again showing itself more righteous than the Church in this moral issue.  There is more integration in our public school systems than in our churches.  It is said that the hour of greatest segregation is from 11 to 12 o’clock on Sunday mornings.

Also, our government has waged legal battle for over 50 years against a monopolistic capitalism that is thoroughly mammonistic, while the Church has succumbed to the spirit of Mammonism.


Today in our One-World there has risen an anti-Christian power that challenges Christendom.  Communism says that our “Christian” – capitalist system has had generations of time to do away with the evils of poverty, illiteracy, and disease in this needy world, and yet over half the world still suffers from hunger and want while we suffer from economic breakdowns caused by an over-abundance of commodities.  These Communists claim that they are exerting
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such pressure upon Christendom that it is being forced to relinquish its policy of political colonialism.  This policy enabled the Capitalist nations to “gobble up” the whole world, and resulted in wars within Christendom.  We must face the fact that these colonial peoples who are gaining their freedom are unable to enter upon the blessings of democracy because they are unable to pay the price which democracy demands.  The social scientist informs us that the price democracy demands of its peoples is the literacy of at least 50 per cent of the people and an annual income of at least $200 per family.  And after all these years the colonial peoples have not been raised to this minimal standard.  Communism insists upon the opportunity to do in one generation that which we have failed to accomplish in ten.  It is an impatient, godless power that so challenges Christendom today.

The Church is so weak and departed from the way of the Lord that the world is being forced to choose between Communism and Capitalism, as if our mammonistic Capitalism was the alternative to Communism.  May the shame of all this so shake us that we will be brought to repentance and enter upon Kingdom-of-God Christianity.


The idolatry of the Church, like all idolatry, has many gods.  Let us consider the three main ones – Mammon, Baal, and Moloch.
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Chapter Two
The Church and Mammonism


Mammonism, the love of wealth, is an idol of all peoples.  Why?  Because it enables man to play “little god” through the assertion of his will.  In substance the Bible account of this is as follows.


Our universe is a universe, one system, because God is the Architect and Builder of it.  He created man as a tenant in a wonderfully built and fully equipped estate called the Earth, a globular cosmic speck about 25,000 miles in circumference with over 50 million square miles of land area.  God instructed man to take care of His estate and to fill it with God’s family, of which family Adam was the head.  Adam and his new family were to work together with God to fulfill the purposes for which God had built the Earth.  And so it was.


But Adam rebelled against his creator and Landlord and took things into his own hands, with the result that without God’s overall master-plan Adam and his family got lost.  Adam’s family was on its own and was basically selfish.  It became all broken up and scattered over the face of the earth, and became wretchedly poor.  Its members all wanted to do things their own way, and thought that by means of wealth this could be accomplished.  Through wealth this could be accomplished.  Through wealth they could also get others to do their bidding.  To this day, all over the face of the earth man continues to devotedly pursue Mammon and to worship at his shrine.  Thus materialism has taken hold of man.

The Bible teaches that this love of money is the root of all evils.  Little wonder that Jesus taught, “You cannot serve God and Mammon,” and, “It is hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.”

A man does not need to be wealthy in order to serve Mammon; he needs only to want to be wealthy.  Most people are poor only because they cannot be rich.  Their lust for riches numbers them among the covetous.  The Bible teaches that covetousness is idolatry.

Our Economic System


Capitalism is the dominant economic system of Christendom.  Because of its devotion to the pursuit of wealth, the term Capitalism has become practically synonymous with Mammonism.  Not only must our government constantly resist the mammonistic tendencies of Capitalism as it seeks to become monopolistic, but it must also restrain men who in their devotion to the “Almighty Dollar” would sell food stuffs that poison the body; drugs that enslave it; literature that poisons the mind; “phony” schemes that fleece men; and advertising that misleads him.  The selfish individualism and ruthless competition under which much of our Capitalism operates are unchristian and wholly unfit for Kingdom-of-God Christianity; their continuance in our highly technological age will prove ruinous.

Mammonism uses technology as its tool.  Before the development of technology it was impossible for men to be wealthy in the sense that they are today.  Before our technological age wealth was reckoned in terms of thousands of dollars; now it is reckoned in hundreds of millions, 
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even billions, of dollars.  Today the development of technology requires great wealth; then Capitalism uses technology to amass yet greater wealth and power.
Mammonism pervades the Church


The spirit of Mammonism that permeates Capitalism pervades the Church.  Like Israel of old the Church serves the false deities around her.  This makes of Christianity a “Churchianity” which is far different from the Kingdom-of-God Christianity which the Bible teaches.  Consider the following.

Jesus taught that it was easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom-of-God.  But today riches are no hindrance in gaining entrance into the Church.  Even the idle rich, those so wealthy that they can live luxuriously from the interest of their wealth, find their riches no barrier to church membership.  Yet even under the lesser Old Covenant, God forbids His people to take interest from those within their own nation.  The Bible teaches that men should work, not lay up treasure on earth, but in order to give to them that have need.  Mammonism says,” Blessed are the rich.”  Jesus warns, “Woe to you that are rich.”  Surely Mammonism has helped mold “Churchianity” far different from New Testament Christianity.


God asks that we acknowledge His sovereignty over all our possessions by the payment of ten percent of our income to Him – something like a rent for living in His furnished universe.  Mammon’s hold is so strong upon the Church that the Church, in order to indulge in luxurious living, not only refuses to pay God His tithe, but spends more for harmful luxuries such as liquor, tobacco, and gambling than it does for the furtherance of Christ’s Kingdom.  World conditions have become so serious that our government must now demand two tithes of our income in direct taxes, and we pay an additional two as rent for our unfurnished houses.  Such conditions result when we rob God.  How very expensive is our idolatry!  Our sin does find us out, doesn’t it?

The Church is so stupefied from its mammonistic pleasures and surfeitings that in a time of greatest crisis its members grope for finer homes and cars (first and second ones), motor boats, and swimming pools while the mandate of its Commander-in-Chief to further His Kingdom to the uttermost ends of the earth, goes unheeded.  Once again let the cry go forth, “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”  It is at hand indeed – in judgment.
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Chapter Three

The Church and Baalism


Regarding ancient Baal worship, G. Campbell Morgan states, “The worship of Baal was essentially the deification of Nature,” it is “the groping of the intelligence after God in Nature.”  If this is so, how very alive Baal worship is today as multiplied millions bow at the shrine of Science.


Science is man’s great intellectual search to discover the laws of nature in order to unlock the secrets of the universe.  Baalism is this great search pursued independently of God.  This should not be.  Man’s noblest effort should not be made independently of God, but in closest cooperation with God else men will make the wrong use of his knowledge.  He will use it selfishly.  When so used, man’s increased knowledge causes increased tensions, fear, and dread, because man seeks to dominate his fellowman through the selfish use of his knowledge. 

Then men are apt to do strange things such as to spend multi-score billions of dollars and billions of man-hours of labor to send a man to a lifeless, uninhabitable moon while multi-score millions of fellow creatures live and die in wretched poverty, ignorance, and sorrow.  Only in fellowship with the Lawgiver will the knowledge of the laws of nature work to the real blessing of mankind.


It has been said that science divorced from God deals only with dust.  Therefore such science is not enough, because man does not live by dust alone.

In our shameful Baalism we, who for many decades have boasted of our system of universal education, have either evicted God from it, or put Him far out on the fringe of things.  Visit any of our great state universities and confess salvation through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and you are apt to be pitied for harboring such old fogyism.  Christ truly has been crucified in our colleges.

Our Baalism has also crept into many of our theological seminaries, and their graduates have led vast multitudes of Church members to deny the very Lord who purchased the church with His own blood.


In the Scriptures it is stated, “Let not the rich man glory in his riches.”  Through our disgraceful Mammonism we have come to glory in our riches.  It is further stated, “Let not the wise men glory in his wisdom.”  Through our shameful Baalism we have come to glory in a wisdom that knows not God.  Therefore, through our idolatries we have come to glory in our might; but again the Scripture states, “Let the mighty man glory in his might.”


For long centuries Christendom seems to have mocked God in the pursuit of its idolatries as it has risen in wealth and power.  But pay-day is now upon us.  Another great people have taken over the worship of Baal with a vengeance, and a strange thing has happened – Baal has turned upon Mammon.  Now the warning of the Bible to mammonists, “Come you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you,” can no longer go unheeded.  The newly glorified Baal has arisen to defy Mammon and to force him and all other gods to become subservient to Baal.  He advances with violence.
11.

Unless we quickly repent of our sins of idolatry and obey the Scripture, “Let him that glorieth glory in this, that he has understanding and knows me, that I am the Lord which exercises loving kindness, justice, and righteousness in the earth; for in these things I delight,” says the Lord, we will find ourselves quite naked and destitute.

After we examine the effects of another false god upon the Church, we will return to the threat of Baal.

